
Eurostars is the only EU funding programme to be specifically 
dedicated to support R&D-performing SMEs* in their innovative R&D 
projects. With its bottom-up approach, Eurostars supports the 
development of rapidly marketable innovative products, processes 
and services that help improve the daily lives of people around the 
world. Eurostars has been carefully developed to meet the specific 
needs of SMEs. 

Eurostars applies a decentralised funding procedure; participants do 
not receive funding directly from the EUREKA Secretariat or the EU. All 
funding to participants in approved projects is managed by their 
respective funding body and according to their national funding rules 
and procedures. These rules and procedures are dependent on the 
member countries involved in the project. 

Eurostars has two submission deadlines per year:  
• 01-Mar-2018 
• 13-Sep-2018 

Eligibility guidelines 
Projects portfolio Eurostars 2018 cut-offs 
Application submission system 

* R&D-performing SME: 
To qualify as an R&D-performing SME an organisation must first comply with the EC definition of an 
SME. In addition, it must also meet the thresholds for dedicated R&D FTEs or turnover set by EUREKA. 

Source: https://www.eurostars-eureka.eu/ 

https://www.eurostars-eureka.eu/sites/default/files/Eurostars_Eligibility_Guidelines_v4.0-January2017.pdf
https://www.eurostars-eureka.eu/eurostars-projects
https://www.eurostars-eureka.eu/content/eurostars-2018-cut-offs
https://www.eurostars-eureka.eu/submission/auth/login
http://ec.europa.eu/growth/smes/business-friendly-environment/sme-definition_es


The project leader is an R&D-performing SME. The organisation undertaking 
the role of project leader must comply with the requirements for being an 
R&D-performing SME. Other SMEs, research institutes, universities and large 
enterprises may also participate but  as project participants. 

The organisation undertaking the role of project leader must be legally and 
operationally based in a Eurostars country: 
• Eurostars Participating state (33): Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus, the Czech Republic, 

Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Israel, Italy, 
Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, the Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Romania, 
Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Turkey and the UK. 

• Eurostars Partner country (3): Canada, South Africa and South Korea. 

The consortium must include at least two partners independent from each 
other and established in at least two different Eurostars countries. 
Organisations from any other country may participate, but only if two 
Eurostars countries are already in the project. Subcontractors are not 
considered as project partners. 

To be eligible, the participant budget (minus subcontracting costs) of the sole 
R&D-performing SME must be ≤ 50 % of the total project budget. If there are 
multiple R&D performing SMEs, their combined total participant budget 
(minus subcontracting costs) must ≥ 50% of the total project budget. 
Moreover, a given country may not be responsible for more than 75%. 

The project duration is 36 months or less. 
Market introduction is within 24 months of the project’s completion. 

Each participating country funds its own participants following national 
funding rules and procedures. SPAIN national rules. 

Important note: Contact your NPC 

https://www.eurostars-eureka.eu/countries/spain
https://www.eurostars-eureka.eu/countries/spain
https://www.eurostars-eureka.eu/countries/spain
https://www.eurostars-eureka.eu/countries/spain
https://www.eurostars-eureka.eu/countries/spain
https://www.eurostars-eureka.eu/eurostars-countries/europe
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