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POL 372E Contemporary Spanish Politics

Professor: Rubén Díaz Course information:
Office: CUI Fall 2021
Email: rdialop@acu.upo.es Mondays and Wednesdays
Office Hours: Appointment by email preferred 12:00-13:20

Course Description
This course will introduce students to the most important historical, social, and
economic aspects of contemporary Spanish politics. Firstly, it will examine the legacy of
the Franco regime and the transition to democracy after 1975. Secondly, it will focus on
the new political, social and economic institutions of the democratic regime. Thirdly,
structural dynamics of Spanish politics will be assessed. Lastly, a number of particular
public policies in Spain will be discussed.

Course Goals and Methodology
The aim of this course is to introduce the students to the main debates surrounding
Spanish politics and its political system. This course will question the historical roots of
the current political system in Spain. Features like the Second Republic, the Civil War,
Francoism and the Transition to democracy will be analyzed in order to stress their
relevance on current Spanish contemporary politics. Also, this course aims to
understand the different actors that structure Spanish politics. The role and structure of
core institutions, political parties, social movements, lobbies, bureaucracy, mass media
and political elites will be assessed. Likewise, this course will focus on the dynamics
structuring the political system. Those dynamics include the processes of
decentralization, Europeanization and internationalization. The rise of the Spanish
welfare state, the state and nation building process, the new developments affecting
the political culture or the effects of the electoral system will be tackled. Finally, this
course will take a look at certain public policies that will help students understand the
nature of contemporary Spanish politics.

Each session will be based on a fundamental topic or question (e.g. Spanish Public
Administration: Reformism or Inertia?). The professor will provide quantitative and
qualitative data about that issue, and an open discussion will conclude each session.
Different educational methods and techniques will be applied: debates, presentations,
readings, videos, films, quizzes and exams will help students to get acquainted with the
Spanish political system.

Learning Objectives
By the end of the course, students will be able to:

1. Understand the recent developments in Spanish politics.
2. Debate about the current state of Spanish politics.
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3. Recognize different concepts of political science (state, nation, power,
clientelism, patronage, public policies, institutions, social movements, pressure
groups…).

Required Texts
There is no textbook required for this course. Therefore, students are not expected to
purchase any material. The instructor will post the class material on Blackboard, which
is accessible both on campus and off campus. To log in, you need to sign in on
https://campusvirtual.upo.es using the username and password you received in your
orientation folder.

However, the contents of the course are mainly but not only based on the following
sources:

● Álvarez Junco, J. & Shubert, A. (Eds.). (2010). Spanish history since 1808.
Bloomsbury.

● Balfour, S. (Ed.). (2005). The politics of contemporary Spain. Routledge.
● Casanova, J. (2010). The Spanish Republic and Civil War. Cambridge

University Press.
● Dryzek, J. S., Honig, B., & Phillips, A. (Eds.). (2006). The Oxford handbook of

political theory. Oxford University Press.
● Field, B. N., & Botti, A. (Eds.). (2013). Politics and society in contemporary

Spain: from Zapatero to Rajoy. Palgrave Macmillan.
● Gaus, G. F., & Kukathas, C. (Eds.). (2004). Handbook of political theory. SAGE.
● Magone, J. M. (2009). Contemporary Spanish politics (2nd ed). Routledge.
● Phillips, W. D., & Phillips, C. R. (2010). A concise history of Spain. Cambridge

University Press.
● Radcliff, P. B. (2017). Modern Spain, 1808 to the present (First edition).

Wiley-Blackwell.
● Townson, N. (Ed.). (2010). Spain transformed: the late Franco dictatorship,

1959 - 75. Palgrave Macmillan.
● Tusell, J. (2007). Spain: from dictatorship to democracy: 1939 to the present.

Blackwell Pub.

Course Requirements and Grading
Your final grade will be calculated as follows:

● Participation: 10%
● Research papers: 20% (10%+10%)
● Midterm exam: 20%
● Final exam: 20%
● Oral presentation: 15%
● Debates: 15% (5%+5%+5%)
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Participation
In-class discussions will be encouraged at all sessions. Class participation will
therefore be graded according to the students’ previous work and reflections about the
provided material. Active participation means not only attendance (being there ≠
participation) but discussion with relevant basis (text-based and not just random
personal experience and background), asking and answering questions in class,
engaging in class discussions and conversations with classmates, questioning
information presented and discussed. Students are also expected to actively participate
in in-class exercises and to do some homework. Participation points will be assigned
based on the following criteria:

Exemplary
(9-10)

Proficient (8-9) Developing
(7-8)

Unacceptable
(0-7)

Frequency
of
participation
in class

Student initiates
contributions
more than once
in each class.

Student initiates
contribution once in
each class.

Student initiates
contribution at
least in half of
the classes.

Student does not
initiate
contribution &
needs instructor
to solicit input

Quality of
comments

Comments
always insightful
& constructive;
uses appropriate
terminology.
Comments
balanced
between
general
impressions,
opinions &
specific,
thoughtful
criticisms
or contributions.

Comments mostly
insightful &
constructive; mostly
uses appropriate
terminology.
Occasionally
comments are too
general or not
relevant to the
discussion.

Comments are
sometimes
constructive, with
occasional signs
of insight.
Student does not
use appropriate
terminology;
comments not
always relevant
to the discussion.

Comments are
uninformative,
lacking in
appropriate
terminology.
Heavy reliance on
opinion &
personal taste,
e.g., “I love it”, “I
hate it”, “It’s bad”
etc.

Listening
Skills

Student listens
attentively when
others present
materials,
perspectives, as
indicated by
comments that
build on others’
remarks, i.e.,
student hears
what
others say &
contributes to the
dialogue.

Student is mostly
attentive when
others present
ideas, materials, as
indicated by
comments that
reflect & build on
others’ remarks.
Occasionally needs
encouragement or
reminder from T.A
of focus of
comment.

Student is often
inattentive and
needs reminder
of
focus of class.
Occasionally
makes disruptive
comments while
others are
speaking.

Does not listen to
others; regularly
talks while others
speak or does not
pay attention
while
others speak;
detracts from
discussion;
sleeps,
etc.

Research papers
During the semester, students are expected to watch 2 films and write a 3-page
research paper for each of them. The instructor will provide a study guide for each film
with questions that students should answer along their papers. These papers are to be
typed, double-spaced, using black 12-point Arial font. Please abide by the deadline set
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by your professor. If you submit your paper after the due date, then you should expect
to be penalized (5% for every working day that your paper is late). Your paper should
be clear and concise using proper concepts, correct spelling, and appropriate
attribution for all sources (apart from the 3 pages you are asked to write). All writing is
to follow the American Psychological Association (APA) Style for citations..

Exams
Two examinations will be given (midterm and final), which will cover the topics and
questions seen in the course and will test conceptual and critical-thinking skills. Both
exams will consist of multiple- choice, short answer, essay and/or case
analysis/reflection questions.

Oral presentation
Students are required to prepare a 25-minute oral presentation (in pairs or small
groups) on a public policy issue (which will be assigned by the instructor as soon as the
add/drop period ends). This presentation will be graded on evidence of preparation
(organized presentation, presentation/discussion flows well, no awkward pauses or
confusion, evidence you did your own research), content (accurate & relevant
information, appeared knowledgeable about the case study and the topic discussed,
offered strategies for dealing with the problems identified in the case study), delivery
(clear and logical organization, effective introduction and conclusion, creativity, relevant
transitions between the different parts of the presentation, oral communication
skills—eye contact, well-designed presentation slides, use attractive, relevant and
illustrative images), and discussion (presenter initiates and maintains class discussion
concerning the reading, use of visual aids, good use of time, involves classmates). On
your day to present, please arrive on time (or early, if possible) and prepared with your
presentation (Google Slides preferred, so that you can access it from the classroom
computer). All members of the group should be involved, both in preparing and in
delivering the presentation. Students will be graded individually.

Debates
Following each presentation, all students who are not presenters are expected to
engage in a discussion and debate around a number of readings and questions on
each specific issue that will be previously assigned by the instructor. These students
should make sure that they have read the public policy issue material before coming to
class and note potential questions and points while listening to the presentation.

Final Grade Expectations: The instructor will use the Spanish 10-point grading scale.
The grades that will appear on your final transcript are also Spanish grades.

● Grade A/A- (9-10) — Outstanding performance showing a thorough knowledge
and understanding of the topics of the course. The best possible grade.

● Grade B+/B (8-9) — Remarkable performance with general knowledge and
understanding of the topics. Next highest.
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● Grade B/B- (7-8) — Good performance with general knowledge and
understanding of the topics. Indicates high average performance.

● Grade C+/C (6-7) — Fairly good performance showing an understanding of the
course on a basic level. Indicates low average performance.

● Grade C/C- (5-6) — Passable performance showing a general and superficial
understanding of the course’s topics. Lowest passing grade.

● Grade F (0-5) – Unsatisfactory performance in all assessed criteria. Failing
grade.

Please be aware that anything below a 5 (i.e. a C- on the U.S. scale) is a failing grade.
There is no pass/fail option at UPO. If you do not officially withdraw from a class by the
withdrawal deadline, a failing grade will appear next to the course name. Check out the
Student Handbook for the grade conversion table (some universities may use a slightly
different scale).

General Course Policies
Each student is expected to be familiar with the course syllabus. Students are expected
to focus their full attention on the class, arrive on time, and stay until class ends.
Leaving the classroom on repeated occasions is disturbing to both your professor and
your classmates and may adversely affect your participation grade. Please make use of
the 10-minute breaks in between classes to fill up your water bottle, use the restroom,
etc.

Students are expected to listen and respect other points of view. Phone calls, social
media, email, or Internet browsing at any time during class are not acceptable during
class except for specific class-related activity expressly approved by your instructor.
You are responsible for any and all course material covered in class, announcements,
and/or handouts if you are not present for any reason. Students will be held
responsible to be up to date by attending class regularly and checking both email and
the Blackboard site of the course frequently (monitor your email and Blackboard
announcements at least once every 24 hours).

Communicating with instructor: Please allow at least 48 hours for your instructor to
respond to your emails. The weekend is not included in this timeframe. If you have an
urgent request or question for your professor, be sure to send it during the week.

Attendance and Punctuality

Attendance is mandatory at all classes. As we understand that you might fall ill or be
unable to come to class (e.g. due to a religious holiday, a flight delay, a family
wedding/reunion, a graduation, a job interview, etc.) at some point during the semester,
you are allowed up to 4 absences. You will be responsible for the material covered and
any work missed. You will not need to justify your absences (up to 4) in any way unless
you miss an exam, a presentation, a quiz, etc. In this case, you must present a doctor's
note (signed, stamped and dated) to be able to reschedule the exam, etc. It will still
count as an absence but you will be allowed to retake the exam, etc. We don't
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encourage you to use all 4 days unless you really need them as your participation
grade may suffer if you are not in class. If used unwisely and you get sick late in the
semester, the following penalties will apply:

● On your 5th absence, 1 point will be taken off of your final Spanish grade
● On your 6th absence, 3 points will be taken off of your final Spanish grade
● On your 7th absence, 5 points will be taken off of your final Spanish grade

For classes that meet once a week, each absence counts as two. For classes that
meet daily, the penalties outlined above apply if you go over 6 absences (7th
absence=5th absence above). Exams missed due to an excused absence must be
made up within a week of returning to classes. Talk to your professor immediately after
your return.

COVID-19
If an absence is related to COVID-19 the procedure to follow will be in accordance with
the current legislation in the region of Andalucía, Spain.

Academic Honesty
Academic integrity is a guiding principle for all academic activity at Pablo de Olavide
University. Cheating on exams and plagiarism (which includes copying from the
Internet) are clear violations of academic honesty. A student is guilty of plagiarism
when he or she presents another person’s intellectual property as his or her own. The
penalty for plagiarism and cheating is a failing grade for the assignment/exam and a
failing grade for the course. The International Center may also report this to your home
university. Avoid plagiarism by citing sources properly, using footnotes and a
bibliography, and not cutting and pasting information from various websites when
writing assignments.

Learning Accommodations
If you require special accommodations, or have any other medical condition you deem
may affect your class performance, you must stop by the International Center to speak
to Rubén Díaz (rdialop@acu.upo.es) to either turn in your documentation or to confirm
that our office has received it. The deadline is September 24. Rubén will explain the
options available to you.

Behavior Policy
Students are expected to show integrity and act in a professional and respectful
manner at all times. A student’s attitude in class may influence his/her participation
grade. The professor has a right to ask a student to leave the classroom if the student
is unruly or appears intoxicated. If a student is asked to leave the classroom, that day
will count as an absence regardless of how long the student has been in class.
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Course Contents

Part 1: The Historical Roots of Contemporary Spain

#1 (September 8) Course presentation. The Rise and Decline of the Spanish Empire:
The Politics of the Ancien Regime (1492–1814).

#2 (September 13) The Discontinuous Road to Democracy: from Constitutional
Monarchy to the Spanish Civil War (1814–1939).

#3 (September 15) The Discontinuous Road to Democracy: from Constitutional
Monarchy to the Spanish Civil War (1814–1939).

#4 (September 17; note day change to Friday) Francoism: The Legacy of
Authoritarianism

WATCH: The executioner (Luis García Berlanga, 1963)

#5 (September 20) Francoism: The Legacy of Authoritarianism

#6 (September 22) How to Dismantle a Dictatorship? The Spanish Transition to
Democracy

#7 (September 27) How to Dismantle a Dictatorship? The Spanish Transition to
Democracy (PAPER 1 DUE)

Part 2:    Core Actors of the Spanish Political System

#8 (September 29) Crown, Parliament, Government and Judiciary. Who Governs?

#9 (October 4) Parties and Party System: Towards a New Format?

#10 (October 6) Interest groups and civil society. Social Movements in Spain: Is Civil
Society Organized?

#11 (October 11) Spanish Political Elites: Usual Suspects?

#12 (October 13) Spanish Public Administration: Reformism or Inertia?

#13 (October 18) The Fourth Power? Mass Media in Spain

#14 (October 20) MID-TERM EXAM

Part 3: Structural Dynamics of Spanish Politics

#15 (October 25) Territorial Political System and Decentralization: Towards
Federalism?
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#16 (October 27) Does Spain Exist? Nationalism(s) in the Peninsula: Catalonia, the
Basque Country, Galicia, and Andalucía

#17 (November 3) Are times changing? Political Culture and Memory Debates in Spain

WATCH The Silence of Others (Almudena Carracedo y Robert Bahar, 2018)

#18 (November 8) Are times changing? Political Culture and Memory Debates in Spain

#19 (November 10) Transparency and Quality of Democracy: Is Spain a Corrupted
Country? (PAPER 2 DUE)

#20 (November 15) Elections and Electors in Spain

#21 (November 17) The Policy-Making Process: The Impact of the European Union.
Spanish Foreign Policy

Part 4: Public Policies in Spain

#22 (November 22) ORAL PRESENTATION & DEBATE (I): Immigration policies in
Spain

#23 (November 24) ORAL PRESENTATION & DEBATE (II): Public Health policies in
Spain

#24 (November 29) ORAL PRESENTATION & DEBATE (III): Housing policies in Spain

#25 (December 1) ORAL PRESENTATION & DEBATE (IV): Gender Equality policies
in Spain

#26 (December 10; note day change to Friday) FINAL EXAM REVIEW

TBA – FINAL EXAM

TBC – Field trip to the Pico Reja mass grave in Seville (exhumation of victims of the
Spanish Civil War)

Holidays

● Tuesday, October 12: National Day of Spain
● Monday, November 1: All Saint’s Day
● Monday, December 6: Constitution Day
● Tuesday, December 7: No classes will be held.
● Wednesday December 8: Immaculate Conception Day

NB: The class schedule may be subject to change, depending on the direction of class
conversations. Changes, if any, will be announced in class. Students will be held responsible to be
up to date by attending class regularly and checking the Blackboard site of the course frequently.


